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almost overwhelming. Three more questions. Will she be able to finish? Blind- 
ly she scrawls her answers in the fewest words possible. The papers are deposited 
upon the desk of the astonished proctor and breathing a little prayer of thank- 
fulness that the ordeal is over, a candidate for state registration staggers into the 
cloakroom, and with one supreme effort, throws open a window. 

At a previous examination this question had been asked, "What does the 
term Registered Nurse mean to you?" Should a nurse who secured her R. N. 
under such circumstances be blamed if the whole thing represents to her a never- 
ending nightmare? To her the recently published magazine story of the man 
who was suffering from a headache caused by sitting in a close room during a 
meeting of the directors of the Fresh Air Society would cease to be a joke. In- 
stead of holding an exalted opinion of the benefits of State Registration, would 
she not be justified in saying, with the Frenchman, "Mon Dieu, I am so disgust!" 

B. H. 

AN AMERICAN NURSE IN ENGLAND 

Dear Editor: I would like to quote an extract from a letter which I think 
would be of interest to the readers of the Journal, from a member of the Phila- 
delphia Private Duty Nurses' Association, who is working in Nottingham, Eng- 
land. She went there to recuperate but is doing Red Cross work. 

"During the past two weeks I have been lecturing and teaching the Red Cross 
Society of Bridgeford (England), in practical nursing, making beds, preventing 
bed-sores, sterilization, and various phases of hospital administration. It is 
hard to instil the idea of punctuality or of brevity in speech, few words and to the 
point. They all have some theory but no practical experience of any sort. I 
also have been helping to equip a hospital but we hope that conditions will not be 
so bad that we shall have need of it. The nurses are most anxious to learn. Beds 
are being made 'a la Hospital' at home for practice." 

"We shall see many horrors in 'Merrie England' before this war is over. The 
harvest is very heavy, the best for years. The weather is unusually fine so that 
the grain is being gathered quickly." 

The writer, Mary I. Prime, is a graduate of the Jefferson Hospital, a member 
of the class of 1907. 
Pennsylvania E. 0. 

RED CROSS WORK AT HOME 

Dear Editor: I think we Red Cross Nurses who are obliged to remain in 
America at this time of great suffering, should feel the necessity of giving service 
fully as much as those who have been fortunate enough to have had no bonds 
to hold them and who are giving their actual personal service in foreign lands. 
Of course, there is not one of us who would not gladly have gone forward at the 
bugle call, but how many of us are doing work here at home that may be of as 
great a service to those calling beyond the sea? 

We read every day of the appalling numbers of wounded and of the inadequate 
supply of materials with which to meet the demands and, as was reported a few 
days ago through Miss Boardman, from England, there are no facilities in many 
countries for supplying materials, even though the money be forthcoming. What 



